Daily skin antisepsis and hygiene in the critically ill patient.
Hygiene and skin care of patients admitted to the Intensive Care Unit (ICU) are part of basic care. For some years there has been evidence of skin colonization by multiresistant gramnegative and grampositive pathogens. The increase in nosocomial infections due to multiresistant microorganisms has led to evaluation of the role of the use of antiseptics, mainly chlorhexidine, as a strategy for reducing the number of such infections. This article reviews the current situation of this strategy, as well as the positioning of the authors in relation to the spreading of its use in ICUs. This article is part of a supplement entitled "Antisepsis in the critical patient", which is sponsored by Becton Dickinson.